
Chairman’s State of the Nation

November 25



Agenda

I. Worth noting in our surrounding TV market

II. How does HbbTV fit in this environment ?

III. Some news about the HbbTV association

IV. Looking forward : opportunities  & challenges

HbbTV Association | Copyright © HbbTV 2



HbbTV Association| Copyright © HbbTV

I. Worth noting in our surrounding TV market

3



HbbTV Association| Copyright © HbbTV

The COVID boost to linear TV seems to be over
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SVOD / OTT  growth continues ...
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.. so that streaming now plays at par with TV
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and Netflix is now the N°2 TV player in Europe
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but OTT & SVOD growth is not without limit either
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and broadcast  TV  is still key to reach audience
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OTT and SVOD are not ignoring linear and Broadcast

April 2021
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Linear TV and OTT also engage convergence path 

at the regulatory level
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as the world goes OTT, Telcos seem to loose their past 

interest in TV
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Environment concerns will also be factored in the debate
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II. How does HbbTV fit in this world?
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all this happens on a smart TV
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Smart TV looks like a fragmented world ….

... which HbbTV has the power and the ambition to unify

Need at least 6 
distinct technology 
platforms to reach 

100% of TV sets



TV as a STB ?
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HbbTV continues its successful installation in the TV 

ecosystem
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Pureplay SVOD platforms leverage HbbTV and DTT in 

a new way
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HbbTV emerges as a tool of choice to improve 

accessibility



The proposed take-aways
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1. classical linear TV is certainly not  a dead model , but progressively has to enter into co-leadership

2. OTT continues its growth, playing at par with, or even exceeding traditional TV…though it may also approach some kind of limit

3. OTT and linear are not the opposite, and increasingly converge

4. Environmental concerns will also affect the shaping of the future balance

5. The world of connected TV & OTT is technically fragmented

6. … a fragmentation which HbbTV can resolve

7. HbbTV is the preferred technology of European broadcasters and platforms  to navigate this transformation and re-invent 

themselves in an on demand this hybrid world

8. HbbTV helps to leverage  DTT energy efficiency

9. And  HbbTV continues its successful service & device installation in Europe, including with new models

HbbTV is the right technology for this co-leadership era
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II. Some news about the HbbTV association
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slightly more than 10 years old now...
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June 2020 : Spec 1.1.1

May 2011 : legal incorporation



Moving –temporarily- to a digital-only organization
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• last symposium = Athens, November 2019

• last meeting in person = SG February 2020 in Barcelona

• GA 2020 with election  : first on line

• GA 2021 on line also

Hoping for the best now ....

• Symposium 2021 Paris

• SG in presence again January 2022

• GA in presence : May 3d 2022 ( election)



Successful webinar series
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https://www.hbbtv.org/hbbtv-webinar-series/

• 16 successful webinars between June 2020 and Oct 2021

• and more to come !

• 100 to 200 connected participants in live + several 100s of post-event video views 
(max 1.500)

• a massive repository of information on HbbTV specifications, assets and case 
studies



Specification continues to evolve and progress
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2.0.3 : published ( Oct 2020) 

“2.0.4” : Core Requirement agreed
(Nov 2020)

+ 2.0.5  add-on  :  
soon finalized

TA ADB update 



Test suite , the 2nd major output of HbbTV

HbbTV Association| Copyright © HbbTV 27

• reaching 3.000 tests in the test suite

• all TA tests on board

• all Op App tests on board

• 91% approval rate for core spec

• integrating W3C & MSE web tests

Planning for Next 5 years planning (Summer 2021)

• 1,5 m€ investment in test suite

• reaching 3.500 tests

• target >90%  approval rate for core and non core



Investing in interoperability
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Privacy Task Force : facilitating the compliance of HbbTV 

services and implementations with  GDPR and e-privacy
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Licensing Working group
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• organizing the dissemination of the 
HbbTV assets to the ecosystem

• Also handles related important 
standard agreements

• test suite

• Logo

• ..



Supporting the HbbTV developer community
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IV. Looking ahead  : opportunities and challenges
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Opportunities
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1. a rich specification, fit for the job :  fully meets requirements of today’s demanding 

consumers and challenging market environment

2. an evolving specification, which adapts to key market evolutions

3. rich and up to date test suite; improving

4. supported by a proven organization in which all key players engage

5. growing appetite of the market as broadcasters actively transform their business models

6. growing recognition with substantial real life deployment and consumer usage

7. Money making business cases



Challenges
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• Dealing with edge issues ( eg ; interoperability of recent DRM with HbbTV 

applications)

• Autonomizing HbbTV form Broadcast ; prepare for an all IP world 

• Avoiding national fragmentation; maintaining unity in the HbbTV space

• How can we reach universal and “guaranteed” compatibility ?

• How can we make HbbTV more easy for manufacturers ?

• HbbTV works mostly with voluntary work and limited budget ; can it keep-up 

with industrialized alternative platforms ? 

– specification support

– ecosystem alignment and animation

– industrialized conformance and certification ( pan European?)

(Not necessarily to be all owned and resolved by HbbTV Association; holistic “ecosystemic”)



Concluding message
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• In these first 10 years, HbbTV has built a great foundation to support European 

TV industry transformation

• Very useful,  great relevance to the players

Let us continue this together !


